Pressure sore management in the independent sector: 1.
Little is known about pressure sore prevention and treatment in the independent sector. With a rapidly increasing number of care settings taking over responsibility for continuing care, particularly for elderly people, it is important that essential nursing care is provided at nationally agreed standards. This is the first of two articles which explore current practice in the independent sector of a large northern city. Background information on the study, details of data collection and analysis and baseline data on current practice are presented. This study investigates the extent of evidence-based practice, equipment use, educational needs, patient and informal carer involvement and maintenance of quality of care. Initial conclusions indicate that pressure sore management in the independent sector is evidence-based. However, in many areas of practice, personal observations and experience continue to take precedence over research evidence.